First Discussion 
“Hermes, honoured and welcome guest,
why have you come here with your golden wand?
You haven’t been a visitor before.
Tell me what’s on your mind. My heart desires
to carry out what you request, if I can,
and if it’s something fated to be done.                                             110           [90]
But bear with me now, so I can show you
the hospitality I give my guests.” 
 
 
 
Xenia is the Greek concept of hospitality.  Being hospitable in the ancient Greek time was a way to take care of those that have been traveling.  Some say that this tradition may come from the Greeks wanting to honor the Gods or look favorable in their eyes. When people arrive to new places they speak often about pleasing the Gods or praying for them to be pleased. In this part of the poem Calyso is speaking to Hermes.  Hermes has come to speak with Calyso he has been sent by the Gods.  Zues has requests for Odysseus to allowed to travel back home to his family.  Hermes has not told Calypso yet that Zues is requesting the release of Odysseus, so he is able to go back to his family.  Calypso can sense that Hermes is bringing news that she does not want to hear.  Calypso knows however, that she must please the Gods so instead of refusing Hermes she wants to pause to show his hospitality before she learns what he wants.  It shows that even though she knows that the news he is bringing could be displeasing to her, she wants to have a moment to treat her guest with respect out of respect for the Gods. This shows the strong need to please in the Greek culture.  I find it interesting that even though she states that he hasn't been to visit her before she is treating in the same way she treats any guest.  Makes a stronger argument for the idea of xenia or hospitality being important.  If people are willing to go against something that they want to ensure that they have expressed the idea of Xenia or hospitality in the eyes of the Gods.  Calypso obviously would like to just keep Odysseus for herself but she treats the message deliverer with kindness and hospitality.


My response 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hi, your discussion is in details. The theme of hospitality has been used in the story. For instance, Telemachus welcomes the crowd who seem to be ungrateful. Despite the fact that they haven’t contributed any food, they are warmly welcomed to dine. Throughout their journey, Telemachus and Odysseus receive warm hospitality from other people before they even introduce themselves. On the other hand, the suitors show some arrogance and abuse Telemachus’ hospitality by running through the reserve of Odysseus. As the journey begins, Telemachus is in search of maturity and with time as he faces suitors grow, indeed into the stature of authoritative man of the house.



Second Discussion 
“Welcome to you stranger.                                             160
You must enjoy our hospitality.
Then, after you have had some food to eat,
you can tell us what you need.”
 
This week I have decided to write about Xenia. The word translates to hospitality in English. I have selected a short text as quoted above. This speech is Telemachus talking with Athena. Athena arrived at Telemachus’ house disguised as Mentes, she did not want Telemachus to know she was a god.  Telemachus saw Athena standing outside his outer gate, and rushed out to greet the stranger. Once he met her outside disguised as Mentes the above lines from the Odyssey Book 1 are what he spoke to her. Without asking her what she needed she was invited in to “enjoy our hospitality”. Telemachus let this complete stranger into his residence having no clue why she was there. Then he let her sit in a great chair and pulled up a foot rest for her. After this a servant brought water for them to wash in. Being clean, the drink and food was served by the servants. All this Telemachus had done before asking her what business brought her there. Ultimately, she was visiting Telemachus to tell him to go and find his father or news of his father, advising him to go to Pylos and Sparta. Advise was also given to Telemachus on how to rid his house of his mothers hopeful suitors.
 
The Greeks at the time of this writing must have had great respect for those who displayed this level of Xenia. I believe Homer was trying to build up Telemachus to look as a very trustworthy person. After all Athena disguised as Mentes could have been another suitor trying to win his mother’s hand in marriage.
 
How different would it be today if we in America displayed this type of hospitality? Most people now days would not allow a stranger in their house even after asking what their business was about and why they landed outside their front door. Let alone setting them in a fine chair and offering the kind for meal and hospitality Telemachus displayed.


My response 
Hi, I agree with you, however, the theme of the theme of arrogance has also been can be seen in the arguments Achilles have with Agamemnon. It’s through their pride that the argument they had escalates. Achilles is angered and doesn’t want to fight because of the feeling of being dishonoured by Agamemnon by taking a woman, Briseis, whom Achilles thought was his gift from the battle. Agamemnon is the one that had initiated the conflict but as a result of arrogance and pride, he could not apologize. On the contrary, Priam humbles himself when he begs the body of Hector from Achilles and sure indeed is able to break through Achilles’ vengeance.
